
To provide information on the implementation of  Section 4751 of the omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act or’ 19% [OBRA-931 (pUb.L. 101-508), pertaining t o  
patient advance directivesincluding a writtendescription of the law ::: 
Pennsylvania concerning advance directives. 

This Bulletinaffectshospitals, nursing f ac i l i t i e s ,  home healthagencies, 
hospices and health maintenance organizations participating as provide or 
=?.king t o  enroll a s  providers i n  the  Pennsylvania Medical Assistance pro­
gram. ThisBulletin addresses federal law requirements relating t o  patient
advance direct ives  the these requirements areeffective kcember 1 ,  1991, 

In addition t o  d i s t r i b u t i n g  the writtendescription of the law on advance 
directives, you must meet otherrequirements under thefederal law. Speci­
fically,effective December 1 ,  1991, you arerequired t o  do the following: 

policies and procedures( a )  	Maintain written concerning the State law 
rights of your adul t  patients or  residents t o  make decisions concerning
their medical care, including the right t o  accept or refuse medical or  
surgicaltreatment and the right to  formulate advance directives; 

( b )  	 Provide-writteninformtion to  your adultpatients or residents on your
policies concerning implementation of such rights; 

comments AND OWESTIONS REGARDING THIS BULLETIN SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO: 

Please refer to attached Appendix A, page 4, question/answers no- 16- I 
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STATE PLAN UNDERtitle X l X  OF THE SOCIALSECURITY ACT 

State/Territory : pennsylvania 

REQUIREMENTS FOR ADVANCE DIRECTIVES UNDER STATE PLANS FOR 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE 

le following is a written description
of the lawof the State (whether 

tatutory or as recognized by the courts of the State) concerning

dvance directives. If applicable, States should include definitions
of 

power
iving will, durable powerof attorney for health care, durable 	of 

living
ttorney,witness requirements, special State limitations onwill 


leclarations, proxy designation, process information and State
forms 
i d e n t i f y  whether State law allows for a health care provider or 

agent of the provider to object to the implementation of advance 

directives on the basis
of conscience. 
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